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WELCOME FROM 
THE AMERICAN TURKISH SOCIETY

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the American-Turkish Society’s annual gala 
honoring distinguished and inspiring Turkish and Turkish-American entrepreneurs  
for their exceptional global achievements.

While they all have unique backgrounds, Ant Yapi, BTC Turk, Chobani, Getir, 
Marti, Insider, Sierra Nevada Corporation, and Trendyol unite in building bridges 
between nations, especially Turkey and the United States. They don’t just establish 
big businesses; they simultaneously add value for several countries and establish an 
innovative, inclusive workplace culture. They encourage innovation and creativity  
by making entrepreneurship, which is perceived as an aspiration especially for the 
younger generation, a reality.

Indeed all eight initiatives recognized in this special event have worked 
tremendously hard to achieve their lofty goals. They have managed to establish 
themselves both domestically and internationally, in a fast-paced world where the 
only constant thing is change. Along with their creative ideas, they have also formed 
excellent models with their organizational setups and business practices. They have 
become the very face of entrepreneurship, the struggle to create value. We are 
confident that the accomplishments of these notable businesses will inspire newly 
launched projects and play a major role in enhancing the economic relationship 
between Turkey and United States.

The goal of the American Turkish Society is to strengthen the relations between 
Turkey and the United States on a business and cultural level. Your generosity and 
presence tonight motivate all of us to keep working harder to forge an even greater 
relationship between our two great countries.

We hope you have a wonderful evening.

Kindest regards,

Suzan Sabanci Dinçer        Linda Wachner
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MR. CHRIS NORTON 
Chris Norton is one of the most sought-after 
and lauded performers on the NYC and L.A. 
social scenes. His unique shows earned him artist 
residencies and private events at the city’s most 
iconic venues including The Waldorf Astoria, The 
Rainbow Room, Cipriani, the St. Regis, The Plaza, 
The Standard Hotel, Le Cirque, The SoHo Grand, 
One World Trade, The New York Public Library, 
Lincoln Center, and Tavern on the Green.

Specializing in high-caliber entertainment, 
Chris has played performances across the  
U.S. and internationally with luxury brands  
and Fortune 500 clientele including Porsche, 

Hermes, Chopard, Mercedes-Benz, L’Oréal, Ferrari, The New York Stock 
Exchange, Valentino, Direct TV, and The Whitney Museum — just to name a few.

Seeing Mr. Chris Norton perform is an experience you will not forget. This 
versatile singer, trumpeter, and band leader thrills audiences with his unique voice 
and expert interpretation of jazz standards, while simultaneously electrifying guests 
with pop, R&B hits, rock classics, and soulful ballads. Whether he’s entertaining 
celebrities during New York 
Fashion Week, playing for 
philanthropists at high-profile 
galas, or performing for heads 
of state — including former 
presidents Barack Obama and  
Bill Clinton and President Joe 
Biden — Chris is the entertainer 
you want on your stage.

THE AMERICAN TURKISH SOCIETY
ENTERTAINMENT

TONIGHT’S HONOREES: 

ANT YAPI
Ant Yapi Group is a leading international real estate and construction management 
firm headquartered in Turkey. Ant Yapi Group expanded into the U.S. market 
in 2016 and currently working on large-scale construction projects as a General 
Contractor or Construction Manager in NYC and Miami, FL. Projects currently 
under contract in the U.S. have approximately $1.1 billion in the total construction 
budget. Since 2009, Ant Yapi Group has been consistently listed in the Top 100 
international general contractors. It has a significant international presence, with 
subsidiaries in Russia, and the U.K., and has successfully delivered large-scale 
construction projects valued at billions of dollars. Our goals are high-quality 
construction delivered on time; long-term and trusting relationships with partners; 
the well-being of our customers, employees, and suppliers; and care for the 
environment. 

BTCTURK 
Founded in 2013, BtcTurk is Turkey’s first and leading cryptocurrency exchange 
with 5 million registered users. BtcTurk caters to the needs of both experienced 
and unexperienced users with the BtcTurk and BtcTurk|PRO platforms. Users can 
register in minutes and start trading Bitcoin and over 65 other cryptocurrencies 
with more than 150 pairs through a secure, fast and reliable platform with best-in-
class live user support. The platform also provides instant Turkish Lira deposit and 
withdrawals 24/7 through integration with 7 leading banks.

CHOBANI
Chobani is a food maker with a mission of making high-quality and nutritious food 
accessible to more people, while elevating our communities and making the world a 
healthier place. In short: making good food for all. In support of this mission, we are 
a values-driven, people-first, food-and-wellness-focused company, and have been 
since Hamdi Ulukaya, an immigrant to the U.S., founded the company in 2005. 
Chobani yogurt is America’s No.1 yogurt brand. In addition tp yogurt, we produce 
oatmilk, dairy- and plant-based creamers, ready-to-drink coffee and plant-based 
probiotic drinks. 



TONIGHT’S HONOREES: TONIGHT’S HONOREES: 

GETIR 
Getir is the pioneer of ultrafast grocery delivery. The tech company, based in 
Istanbul, has revolutionized last-mile delivery with its “groceries in minutes”  
delivery proposition, offering approximately 2,000 everyday items to its customers. 
It was founded in 2015 by Turkish entrepreneurs. Getir operates in 9 countries and 
more than 130 cities around Europe and the United States. Following the most 
recent funding round, Getir achieved a valuation of $11.8bn, making it Europe’s  
first grocery delivery Decacorn

INSIDER 
Insider—one platform for individualized, cross-channel experiences—enables 
enterprise marketers to connect customer data across channels and systems, 
predict their future behavior with an AI intent engine and individualize customer 
experiences from a single platform with the fastest time to value. Insider is located 
in 26 countries and recently unlocked unicorn status and NASDAQ congratulated 
the company for becoming one of the few woman-founded, women-led B2B 
SaaS unicorns in the world. One-third of Fortune 500 and top brands in retail, 
automotive, and travel choose Insider to deliver AI-led personalized experiences 
that exceed customer expectations

MARTI 
Marti is Turkey’s leading mobility provider, founded in 2018, operating a fully 
funded fleet of over 46,000 e-scooters, e-bikes, and e-mopeds, serviced by 
proprietary software systems and IoT infrastructure. As the #1 mobility app on  
the iOS & Android stores in Turkey, Marti seeks to become Turkey’s first mobility 
super app by expanding into other attractive adjacencies, leveraging its growing  
and loyal customer base.

SIERRA NEVADA CORPORATION 
Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) is a trusted leader in solving the world’s toughest 
challenges through innovative, high-tech, multi-domain open architecture solutions 
in aerospace, security and defense. Owners since 1994, Eren and Fatih Ozmen are 
the driving force behind SNC’s remarkable journey from small high-tech startup 
to multi-billion dollar global leader in aerospace and defense. In 2021, Eren and 
Fatih launched Sierra Space, an independent commercial space company, from the 
space capabilities within SNC. Leveraging breakthrough technologies including the 
Dream Chaser® spaceplane and expandable LIFE™ habitat, Sierra Space is paving 
the way for new civilizations beyond earth. As principle partners with Jeff Bezos’ 
Blue Origin, Sierra Space is building Orbital Reef, a visionary business park in space 
that will open commerce and affordable access to space for humanity.

TRENDYOL 
Since 2010, our mission is to make a positive impact by offering seamless 
e-commerce experience to customers and sellers. The trust of over 30 million 
customers and 270 thousand sellers propelled us to become the first decacorn  
in Turkey and one of the top e-commerce platforms in the world. Giving back  
to the community is in our DNA. We bring this into action by supporting the 
digitalization of our sellers, empowering local manufacturers and advocating 
women’s participation in the digital economy and production. We maintain our 
ecosystem’s leading R&D center, Trendyol Tech. With Trendyol Express we operate 
one of the most rapidly developing logistics networks and with Trendyol Go we are 
more than a fashion destination in Turkey, offering an instant food delivery service. 
With Dolap, one of the largest pre-owned goods platforms, we do our best to 
contribute to a circular economy and sustainability.



PAST AMERICAN TURKISH SOCIETY GALAS

MICA & AHMET ERTEGUN 
October 26, 2021  I  The Plaza 
Honoring
Once described as New York’s premier power couple, 
Mica and Ahmet’s dedication to philanthropy was 
unparalleled. Together, their generous donations have 
made an indelible impact in the lives of thousands.  
As first generation immigrants in the United States,  

the Erteguns’ story of personal achievement and charitable giving is the essence of 
American pluralism. Gala Co-Chairs: Suzan Sabancı Dincer and Michael Roberts 

VEHBI KOÇ FOUNDATION
Nov 1, 2019  I  Cipriani 
Honoring
Vehbi Koç Foundation for being a role model for 
philanthropic excellence in Turkey. The Foundation  
has been a leader in the fields of education, health  
and culture, founding and supporting many important 
institutions such as libraries, schools, art and research 

institutes and hospitals. Gala Chair: Peggy Rockefeller Dulany

DR. MEHMET OZ
May 2, 2018  I  The Plaza
Honoring
Dr. Mehmet Oz for his remarkable achievements  
in the fields of traditional and holistic medicine, cardiac 
surgery, healthy living as well as publishing best-selling 
books and producing Emmy Awardwinning shows. 
Gala Chair: Martha Stewart

ENDOMETRIOSIS FOUNDATION OF 
AMERICA & YEMEKSEPETİ
May 31, 2017  I  583 Park Avenue
Honoring
Dr. Tamer Seçkin for his outstanding achievements  
in the treatment of the female reproductive system 
focusing on endometriosis, and Nevzat Sayın  

for founding yemeksepeti, Turkey’s leading online food delivery service company.  
Gala Chair: Dr. Mehmet Oz

CHOBANI & FIBA HOLDING
October 6, 2015  I  The Pierre 
Honoring
Hüsnü Özyeğin and Hamdi Ulukaya for their outstanding 
international humanitarian and philanthropic contributions.
Gala Chair: Muhtar Kent

THE AMERICAN TURKISH SOCIETY’S 
65th ANNIVERSARY
November 7, 2013  I  New York Stock Exchange
Celebrating U.S.-Turkey Financial ties at  
the New York Stock Exchange

TIME WARNER & DOĞAN HOLDING
October 18, 2012  I  The Plaza 
Honoring
Philip I. Kent and Arzuhan Doğan Yalçındağ for CNN Türk, 
for their successful partnership in Turkey’s first television 
channel co-founded with a foreign media company.
 Gala Co-Chairs: Christiane Amanpour and Donald J. Trump

TURKCELL’S TEN YEARS ON 
THE NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE
October 20, 2011  I  The Plaza 
Honoring
Duncan L. Niederauer, and Süreyya Ciliv, for a decade  
of partnership. Turkcell is the only Turkish company  
 listed on NYSE. Gala Co-Chairs: Mr. Mustafa V. Koç  
and Mr. Joseph R. Perella

 
THE COCA-COLA COMPANY &  
ANADOLU GROUP
May 28, 2009  I  The Pierre
Honoring
Muhtar Kent and Tuncay Özilhan for their outstanding 
partnership in Coca-Cola İçecek.
Gala Co-Chairs: Madeleine K. Albright and Rahmi M. Koç

GE & DOĞUŞ GROUP
April 15, 2008  I  The Waldorf Astoria
Honoring
Jeffrey R. Immelt and Ferit F. Şahenk for their successful 
partnership in financial services and real estate, and 
cooperation in media.
Gala Co-Chairs: Charles O. Holliday, Jr. and David J. Stern

CITIGROUP & SABANCI HOLDING
May 7, 2007  I  The Waldorf Astoria
Honoring
Güler Sabancı and Charles Prince to celebrate an 
outstanding partnership of Citigroup and Sabanci Holding  
in Akbank 
Gala Chair: Senator Phil Gramm



THE AMERICAN TURKISH SOCIETY 
PROGRAMS AND GRANTS

New York Turkish Film Festival
The New York Turkish Film Festival (NYTFF) highlights  
the best of Turkish films in the New York metropolitan area. 
Over the years, NYTFF has become one of the preeminent 
international film festivals in New York, screening more 
than 300 films and welcoming an audience of over 25.000 
viewers.

Meet The Ambassadors Series
“Meet The Ambassadors series” is an ongoing program that 
hosts American and Turkish Ambassadors to discuss issues 
of current importance in U.S.-Turkey relations. The Society 
is renowned for providing high-level geopolitical panels that 
shed light on US-Turkey relations, and, in this regard, the 
Ambassador Series is our signature event. 

Ahmet Ertegun Scholarship at Julliard School
Established by The American Turkish Society in 2007 in 
memory of Ahmet Ertegun (1923-2006), founder of 
Atlantic Records and long-time chairman of The Society, 
the Ahmet Ertegun Memorial Scholarship supports 
talented musicians of Turkish descent in their studies at  
The Juilliard School in New York City. The scholarship 

continues Mr. Ertegun’s legacy of promoting talented artists while contributing to greater 
cultural understanding between the United States and Turkey.
 

Arif Mardin Fellowship at Berklee
Launched in 2007 in memory of Arif Mardin (1932-2006), 
world-renowned producer/arranger and vice chairman of  
The American Turkish Society for many years, the program is 
conducted in partnership with Berklee in Boston, MA, where 
Mardin’s successful music career began as the first recipient 
of the Quincy Jones Scholarship. The Arif Mardin Fellowship 
allows one student of Turkish descent or nationality to attend 

the 5-week Summer Performance Program at the Berklee College of Music.

Summer Residency Program at  
School of Visual Arts 
The Summer Residency at The School of Visual Arts (SVA) 
is an internationally renowned program that offers artists 
an opportunity to work intensively in a private studio, 

receive individual critiques from faculty, and attend weekly lectures given by guest artists, 
critics, and gallery directors. Each year, The American Turkish Society offers a special 
scholarship to Turkish artists. The selected participant has exclusive use of a small studio 
located in the School of Visual Arts Chelsea Building. The program culminates in an open 
studio exhibition, which enables the participants to present their work to the public.

Moon and Stars Project Grants
The Moon and Stars Project grants are dedicated  
to highlighting Turkey’s arts and culture scene and  
to establishing a two-way cultural interaction with  
the United States. The American Turkish Society awards 
competitive grants to support emerging and established 
artists in an effort to promote this cross-cultural dialogue. 

“Invest in Turkey” Panels & Conferences
Panel discussions and conferences that address Turkey’s economic outlook, the ongoing 
evolution of the country’s financial infrastructure, investment demand and opportunities  
in the country, as well as the growth of Turkey’s tech start-ups. 

Webinars
Launched in the summer of 2020, the ATS Webinar  
series covers a spectrum of topics and speakers ranging 
from medicine, law, academia, arts, and more, tackling  
the most burning issues of today’s world.

Next Generation Council 
Founded in 2021, The Next Generation Council is the 
latest “long-term investment” of ATS. This eager young 
group of recent Turkish graduates from Ivy League 
universities will work on innovative ways to further  
US-Turkey relations by using their extraordinary skills 
and already-impressive networks. 

Young Society Leaders
Launched by The American Turkish Society in 2011, the 
Young Society Leaders (YSL) is a program that convenes a 
select, diverse group of the American-Turkish community’s 
most outstanding young leaders, in their 30s and 40s. 
Accomplished in their fields of business, law, medicine, 
journalism, academia, and the arts, these dedicated individuals 

are committed to an improved future of U.S.-Turkish business, diplomatic, and cultural ties. 

Panels, Discussions and Gatherings
The Society presents various gatherings, lectures and panels 
that cover a variety of cultural, historical, economic and 
educational topics that surround U.S.- Turkey relations.

 Promising Turks Fund 
Launched in 2019 with The Turkish American Association 
(TAA) in Ankara, The Promising Turks Fund is offered to 
Turkish students who are in K-12 grades or students at 
undergraduate, graduate and Ph.D. levels in Turkey. The 
fund covers the transportation and accommodation costs 
of Turkish students who have been invited by educational 
institutions in the US to participate in conferences and/ or 
symposiums to present their research, projects, and findings. 
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